38            FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE
Florence started out for Paris in February 1853.
Manning, whom she had met in Rome'at the
same time as the Sidney Herberts, and who had
now been received into the Roman Catholic
Church, had arranged that she should enter the"
Maiscn de la Providence under the care of
the Sisters of Charity. Before gomg ^eTS} how.
ever. Florence spent some time m studying the
organisation of the Paris hospitals, ' visiting
" Clarkey " and other friends, and renewing her
acquaintance with music and art in the French
capital. On the day specified for her entry into
the Maison de la Providence, she was called' back
to England. Her grandmother was ill, and
Florence must take charge of the nursing.' She
answered that summons, but in ^v ^^ ^
death of her grandmother, she returned to Paris
So far as the Maison de la Providence was
concerned, however, Florence was unfortunate.
When everything had been arranged in 1852,
she had been forced to abandon her plan by the
opposition of her mother and sister ; then, when
about to enter the institution in the following
year, she had been recalled to nurse her g^^.
mother ; now she actually entered the Maison -
but only to fall a victim to measles !
But the battfe for freedom had' been won.
Kjuserwerth had been an important step, Paris
wen more important, and On her return to
England she made it quite clear to her family
that, from now on, she could allow no inter-
ference with her career. She had fought for the